
Evolution of Covenantal Worship

EDENIC ADAMIC OLD COVENANT ZION PERFECTED CALVIN 1566

Person  Adam Adam Moses Solomon Jesus the Christ Lord's Supper

Scripture  Gen. 1:28 - 3:2 Gen. 3:8-21 Ex.19:1 - 24:11 2 Chron. 5 - 7 Rev. 1-22

Element of Worship   /   Place Creation Creation (post fall) Tabernacle Temple Earth & Heaven

Gathering Mt Sinai (19:1-3a) Mt Zion (5:2,3)
Around Christ on Earth (1-
3)

Call to Worship God's personal Word 
(1:28-31; 2:16-18)

3:8, 19 God's Word (19:3b-9) On Earth & Heaven Votum (Ps. 124:8)

Praise

Confession / Repentance Churches' Sins (2-3, 5:3-4) Exhortation & Confession

Sacrifice Innocent slain (3:21) Cleansing (19:10-15) A. Cleansing (5:4-6) Lamb (Christ) slain (5:5-7) Prayer for Forgiveness

Mediated Access Prophet/Priest (19:16-25) Priests (5:7-10) Lamb opens Scroll (5:8)

Praise Singing & Music (5:11-13) Angels & creation (5:9-14) Psalm

Divine Communication Decalogue, etc (20:1-24:2)
*God's glory fills temple  * 
via Solomon (6:1-11)

God's Word opened & 
proclaimed (6:1-19:5)

Response Faith, obedience, love & 
devotion (2:17; 3:3)

Faith, obedience, love & 
devotion (2:17; 3:3)

Promise obedience (24:3)
Intercessory Prayer via 
Solomon (6:12-42)

Saints' prayers (7:9-8:4; 
11:15-18)

Sacrifice B. Burnt/Peace offerings 
(24:4-5)

Prayer for Illumination Prayer of Preparation

Divine Communication 24:7
* Fire & Glory from 
Heaven (7:1-2)

Fire / glory fills temple (8:5; 
11:19; 15:5-8; 16:17-18)

Scripture & Sermon
Apostle's Creed & 
Institution

Praise Bow & thank (7:3)
Praise by saints (7:9-8:4; 
19:1-5)

Long Exhortation

Sacrifice Blood cleansing (24:6,8) B. Consecration (7:4-7) Intercessions Distribution

Mediated Access 24:9, 10 Lord's Prayer Paraphrase Psalm(s) or Scripture

Fellowship Meal Union & Communion with 
God (2:16, 3:2)

Union & Communion with 
God (2:16, 3:2)

24:11 Feast (7:8-10) 19:6-10 <<<< Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessing / Dismissal 7:9-10 21-22 Benediction

NOTES: Dedicatory Service

SOURCES: Cooper. P. (1998). Worship - The Book of Common Order of the Presbyterian Church of Australia . 1-5.

Dale, G. M. (1988). Reformed Book of Common Order (4th ed.).  4–12. The National Church Association Of The Church Of Scotland. (Original work published 1977)

Gibson, J. (2018). Reformation Worship : Liturgies from the Past for the Present . New Growth Press. 4-18.

Ross, J. W. (Ed.). (1981). The Confession of Faith; the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, with the Scripture Proofs at Large; together with the Sum of Saving Knowledge . 369–393. Free Presbyterian Publications. (Original work published 1643)
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Directory of Public Reformed Book of Worship (1998)

Worship (1645) Common Order 1988 The Book of Common Order

of the Presbyterian Church of Australia

1st Order

Assembling of the 
Congregation, and their 

Offering at door, 
intimations, Bible carried 
to pulpit

Behaviour in the Publick 
Worship of God

Let us worship God.  + 
Scripture.

The minister/leader greets the people and/or reads 
Scriptural sentences calling the people to worship.

Metrical Psalm, 
Paraphrase, or Hymn

The people sing a psalm or hymn of praise

Prayer of Adoration & 
Confession

The prayers of approach: Adoration, Confession and 
the assurance of pardon.

+ Lord's Prayer

Old Testament reading.   Followed by a children’s 
address.

Psalm*
Metrical Psalm, 
Paraphrase, or Hymn

A psalm or hymn.

Of Publick Reading of the 
Holy Scriptures

Old Testament Reading New Testament reading         >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Prayer for understanding of 
the preached Word.

Psalm*
Metrical Psalm, 
Paraphrase, or Hymn

A psalm or hymn.
<<<<<<<<      The preaching 
of the Word of God.

Of Publick Prayer before 
the Sermon

OF THE CELEBRATION OF 
THE COMMUNION,

A Creed or Scriptural Statement

Of the Preaching of the 
Word

OR SACRAMENT OF THE 
LORD'S SUPPER New Testament Reading Offering/collection.      >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Prayers of response: 
Thanksgiving and 
Intercession.   The Lord's 
Prayer (optional).

Psalm*
Exhortation, warning & 
invitation

Corporate Statement of 
Faith

A psalm or hymn.

Of prayer after Sermon
Institution (1 Cor. 11:23-
27)

Prayer of Thanksgiving & 
Supplication

Prayer of thanksgiving & 
blessing

Praise for illumination  > Sermon

<<<< Distribution
Lord's Supper  has 
separate liturgy!

Of prayer after Sermon

Benediction The Blessing <   Metrical Psalm, Paraphrase, or Hymn A Blessing (said or sung)

PCA
* Of Singing of Psalms 
interspersed

PCA 1st Order
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Worship (1998) Duffy Liturgy

The Book of Common Order

of the Presbyterian Church of Australia

2nd Order Nambour Presbyterian    22/02/2021
Intimations - prayer points for church 
business, presbytery, seminar, Calvin 
institute’s Bible study

The minister/leader greets the people and/or reads 
Scriptural sentences calling the people to worship.

Call to Worship  Ps. 148:1-6 

Doxology  Majesty  

The prayers of approach: Adoration, Confession and 
the assurance of pardon.

Prayer   Invocation, Adoration and 
Confession
OT Reading  Neh. 4 & 6:15-16 - Rebuilding 
the Wall of Jerusalem

Old Testament reading.   Followed by a children’s 
address.

A psalm or hymn. Praise Come We Who Love the Lord!

New Testament reading      

Offering/collection.      “Offering”  Covid safe.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession.   Lord's 
Prayer (optional).

Prayer   Offertory, Thanksgiving and 
Supplication

A hymn. NT Reading Eph. 6:10 - 20                      The 
Armour of God

Prayer for understanding of the preached Word.
Prayer for preacher strength & sermon 
illumination

Sermon
Message      Our God will fight for us! - Neh. 
4:20

A hymn.
Prayer for understanding of the preached 
Word.

Praise Onward! Christian Soldiers! 

A Blessing (said or sung)
Benediction  Rev. 4b-9  &                     Three-
fold Amen

PCA 2nd Order All praise is a capella  (no organist)


